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Coins 


Coins  Featuring  Lincoln 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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TREASURY  DEPARTMENT 


WASHINGTON 


OFFICE  OF 


DIRECTOR  OF  THE  MINT 


IN  REPLYING  QUOTE  INITIALS 


October  30,  1928. 


?'r.  Louis  A.  Y/arren,  Director, 

Lincoln  Historical  "Research  Foundation, 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company, 

Fort  Y/ayne,  Indiana. 


Sir; 


In  response  to  your  letter  of  October  2oth,  addressed  to 
the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  please  be  advised  that 
two  coins  have  "been  issued  hearing  the  image  of  President  Lincoln; 
namely,  the  current  design  of  one-cent  piece,  first  issued,  in 
1909,  and  the  Illinois  Centennial  Half  Dollar,  coined  under  the 
authority  of  the  Act  approved  June  1,  1918.    The  latter  was  a 
special  coin  commemorative  of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  Illinois  into  the  Union. 

As  you  are  doubtless  aware,  there  are  also  current  issues 
of  paper  currency  which  have  a  portrait  of  President  Lincoln  thereon. 
For  detailed  information  regarding  3ame,  it  is  suggested  that  you 
address  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing, 
"r,-.2hi::gt on,  D.  Z, 


Respectfully, 


Director  of  the  Hint. 


Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 
3ure§8*r*^»  *  °* 
Oeatl  en»ni 

'till  you  kindly  advioe  the  issues 
of  currency  which  hare  carried  or  are  still 
bearing  the  likeness  of  President  Lincoln. 

The  dates  of  the  reissued  hills 
now  in  circulation  K$#$  also  he  of  interest. 

Shanking  you  for  your  interest  i» 
this  matter,  I  amt  1 

Heepactfully  yours, 


/ 
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Unique  U.  S.  Three-Dollar  Gold  Piece  with  Portrait 
of  Lincoln 

1866  $3.00.  Portrait  of  Lincoln.  The  first  and  only 
specimen  I  have  ever  seen.  Obverse,  portrait  of  Lincoln 
bearded  facing  right.  Date  below.  Legend,  above,  GOD 
AND  OUR  COUNTRY.  Reverse,  Roman  III  within  wreath 
composed  of  an  oak  branch  at  left  and  an  olive  branch 
with  six  large  berries  at  right.  A  six-pointed  star  at  junc- 
tion of  the_tw,qi  branches  at  top.  Beaded  borders.  Milled 
edge.  (Uncirculated?  sharp,  with  bold  impression.  Of 
excessive  rarity.  As  far  as  I  know,  absolutely  unique. 
Size  of  regular  U.  S.  $3.00  gold  piece.  Trifle  thicker,  prob- 
ably due  to  the  raised  borders.  The  above  reproduction 
was  purposely  enlarged  so  that  you  may  have  a  better 
idea  of  its  beautiful  design. 

Have  endeavored  to  obtain  some  definite  informa- 
tion regarding  this  beautiful  and  rare  coin,  but  have 
been  unable  to  do  so.  His  Excellency,  The  Secretary 
to  His  Majesty,  informs  me  that  this  coin  was  purchased 
for  the  Collection  of  His  Majesty  in  a  lot  of  United  States 
gold  coins.  The  envelope  in  which  this  coin  was  enclosed 
was  marked  "United  States  Pattern  $3.00  Gold  Piece 
Unique."  The  only  information  I  could  find  was  from 
the  office  of  the  late  Mr.  B.  G.  Johnson  of  St.  Louis.  This 
information  reveals  the  fact  the  coin  was  sold  by  Mr. 
Johnson  to  a  dealer  in  New  York  for  $250.00.  Mr.  John- 
son also  attributed  it  as  a  U.  S.  Pattern  $3.00  Gold  Piece. 
It  is  a  very  unusual  coin,  and  as  I  have  stated  before, 
I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  a  similar  specimen  before. 
It  is  not  only  a  great  rarity  of  the  United  States  series, 
but  of  equal  rarity  for  collectors  of  Lincolnia.  As  is 
usual  in  cases  of  this  kind,  I  am  always  asked  as  to 
what  the  coin  may  bring.  This  is  a  difficult  question  to 
answer.  I  can  only  say  that  a  dealer  paid  $250.00  sev- 
eral years  ago  and  I  know  that  His  Majesty  paid  a  great 
deal  more  for  it.  Naturally,  I  am  very  proud  of  having 
the  privilege  of  offering  it  at  auction  and  I  think  that 
I'm  justified  in  stating  that  the  coin  should  bring  a  price 
comparative  with  the  coin's  rarity. 
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